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Amateur PAMX rac- 
ers, young and old, 
put Pennsylvania in 
their rearview mirrors as they 
headed down to Tennessee 
for the Amateur National 
Championship at Loretta Lynn 
Ranch. It’s this week-long of 
racing that everyone’s been 
working towards. 



STEEL CITY 
SHOWDOWN 



Professional 
motocross is 
an inherently 
expensive sport, so 
Pennsylvania’s pros made 
sure to take their shot at the 
big leagues while the travel 
costs were low. 


Schaaf 



I NTO TH E DEEp 

The opening round 
of the PAMX State 
Championship 
Series wasn’t short of spills 
and thrills. Keeping it on 
two wheels was a chore for 
every rider looking to make 
consistently fast laps around 
Mapleshade’s circuit. 
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EPISODE DATE 


TIME (ET) RACE LOCATION 


RACE 


6/17/12 

3:30 PM 

Morganton, NC 

GNCC Bike 

6/24/12 

5:30 PM 

Blountville, TN 

ATVMX 

7/1/12 

4:30 PM 

Union, SC 

GNCCATV 

7/1/12 

5:00 PM 

Union, SC 

GNCC Bike 

7/8/12 

4:30 PM 

Budds Creek, MD 

ATVMX 

7/15/12 

4:30 PM 

Park City, KY 

GNCCATV 

8/19/12 

4:30 PM 

Park City, KY 

GNCC Bike 

9/2/12 

5:30 PM 

Walnut, IL 

ATVMX 

9/9/12 

5:30 PM 

Springville, IN 

GNCCATV 

9/16/12 

6:30 PM 

Springville, IN 

GNCC Bike 

9/23/12 

5:30 PM 

Hurricane Mills, TN 

MX 

9/30/12 

5:30 PM 

Hurricane Mills, TN 

MX 

10/7/12 

4:00 PM 

Oakland, KY 

ATVMX 

10/14/12 

5:30 PM 

Masontown, WV 

GNCCATV 

10/21/12 

5:30 PM 

Masontown, WV 

GNCC Bike 

10/28/12 

5:30 PM 

Mt. Morris, PA 

ATVMX 

11/4/12 

5:30 PM 

Millfield, OH 

ATVMX 

11/11/12 

5:30 PM 

Snowshoe, WV 

GNCCATV 

11/18/12 

5:30 PM 

Snowshoe, WV 

GNCC Bike 

11/25/12 

5:30 PM 

New Berlin, NY 

ATVMX 

12/2/12 

5:30 PM 

Millfield, OH 

GNCCATV 

12/9/12 

5:00 PM 

Buchanan, Ml 

ATVMX 

12/9/12 

5:30 PM 

Hurricane Mills, TN 

ATVMX 

12/16/12 

5:00 PM 

Millfield, OH 

GNCC Bike 

12/16/12 

5:30 PM 

New Berlin, NY 

GNCCATV 

12/23/12 

5:00 PM 

New Berlin, NY 

GNCC Bike 

12/23/12 

5:30 PM 

St. Clairsville, OH 

GNCCATV 

12/30/12 

5:30 PM 

St. Clairsville, OH 

GNCC Bike 

1/6/13 

TBD 

Crawfordsville, IN 

GNCCATV 

1/6/13 

TBD 

Crawfordsville, IN 

GNCC Bike 

1/13/13 

TBD 

Hurricane Mills, TN 

GNCC Bike 

1/13/13 

TBD 

Hurricane Mills, TN 

GNCCATV 

1/20/13 

TBD 


GNCC UTV/Utility 

1/20/13 

TBD 


GNCC UTV/Utility 

2/3/13 

TBD 


GNCC UTV/Utility 

2/3/13 

TBD 


GNCC UTV/Utility 

2/10/13 

TBD 


GNCC UTV/Utility 

2/10/13 

TBD 


GNCC UTV/Utility 

CATCH UP ON EPISODES AT WWW.RACERTVONLINE.COM 



Schedule subject to change. 



can-am. fS 


4 


THE RACING PAPER 






Dear Racing Paper, 

Is there any way I can sign up for a lifetime subscription? I don’t 
exactly live real close to Pennsylvania, but I love motocross and I 
can’t get enough of the riveting and enthralling features and photos 
I find in The Racing Paper. I’d do just about anything to be signed 
up until I take an eternal dirt nap. Have a price in mind? Name it. 
Need a first-born child? I had one just a few years ago. Let me 
know! 

Ricky C. 

Havana, Florida 

Dear Ricky, 

We could use some good, free child labor around here. 
Unfortunately, management is a little tight around here and won’t 
consider that option due to some sort of legal blah blah blahs. I 
swear, it doesn’t matter how straight your tie is or how power your 
point is during the presentation, they simply won’t bite. I do have 
a tiny morsel of good news for you, though... No matter where you 
live or what language your speak, you can get The Racing Paper in 
English in under ten seconds by the click of your mouse. Visit 
www.issu.com/theracingpaper to check out our new installment of 
TRP technology. 

JR 


Dear Racing Paper, 

You no that Jason Roberts guy? I bet he don’t even ride a 
motorsickle. He prolly uses cheat codes on Nintendo too. 

Trey Hull 

Hide-behind-computer Land 
Dear Trey, 

Doubleyouteaeff. 

*Jordan R 


Want to write a letter to The Racing 
Paper ? Send it to: 

jordan@racerxonline.com 

or 

TRP 

Sign Up 

122 Vista Del Rio Dr. 

Morgantown, WV 26508 


/ VacincrPal 

CONTRIBU TOR 

Mimi Greiner is a diehard 
motocross enthusiast, spot- 
on photographer, and an 
all-around great person. She 
grew up riding at age 12 and 
has been shooting photogra- 
phy for just as long. 

Mimi put riding on hiatus 
for some time, but in 2000, a 
coworker told her she needed 
a hobby after witnessing the 
long hours she put in week 
after week. She went to her 
brother, Bob, with her cowork- 
er’s remark, and he suggested 
she rediscover her passion for motocross and shooting events. 

Mimi picked up racing again in 2001, but was sidelined with 
a serious neck injury and punctured lung while racing in 2008. 
Somehow, it didn’t keep Mimi off the track for long. She was 
back at it about a month later. Maybe this is why her twenty- 
seven year-old son thinks she’s crazy for racing. 

You can still find Mimi out riding and shooting just about ev- 
ery weekend there’s a race. If you don’t see her walking around 
with her camera, there’s a good chance you can find her on the 
track racing her CRF 250 in +45. TRP 



1 . 800 . 296.4754 

www.raceawards.com 
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RACE SCHEDULE 

AUGUST - END OF SEASON 2D 1 2 



8/11-8/12 

MapleShade MX 

Round 1 of Fly Racing PA State Championship presented by In The Blood 

8/19 

Pittsburgh Raceway 

Round 2 of Fly Racing PA State Championship presented by In The Blood 

8/26 

MapleShade MX 



9/1 -9/2 

Steel City 

Lucas Oil AMA Pro Motocross Championship (amateur racing on Sunday) 

9/9 

Pleasure Valley 

Round 3 of Fly Racing PA State Championship presented by In The Blood 

9/9 

MapleShade MX 


9/16 

TBA 

Round 4 of Fly Racing PA State Championship presented by In The Blood 

9/22-9/23 

High Point 

22nd Annual DC Vet National Championship 

9/23 

Mapleshade MX 


9/30 

High Point 

Round 5 of Fly Racing PA State Championship presented by In The Blood 


10/7 

Sleepy Hollow 

Round 6 of Fly Racing PA State Championship presented by In The Blood 

10/7 

Mapleshade 


10/14 

Steel City 

Round 7 of Fly Racing PA State Championship presented by In The Blood 

10/21 

Doubling Gap 

Round 8 of Fly Racing PA State Championship presented by In The Blood 

10/28 

Pittsburgh Raceway 

Round 9 of Fly Racing PA State Championship presented by In The Blood 





WWW.RACERXONLINE.COM 
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Alexander O’Dell nailed this holeshot 
in 250 A at Pleasure Valley’s Pro-Am 
against a deep field. He was able battle 
it out with the some of the fastest guys 
in the state to secure eighth overall in 
the class. 


PHOTO BY: AMY SCHAAF 


V 
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Mike McDade was the guy to beat 
at the Pleasure Valley Pro-Am. He’s 
proved he can run top-twenty with the 



nation’s fastest pros, so it’s no surprise 
he that took the top spots in both 250 
and 450 A, as well as the big bucks, 
when all was said and done. 


PHOTO BY: AMY SCHAAF 
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EXIT 


BY J □ RDAN ROBERTS 


T his column comes to you from Clearwater, 
Florida. That's right, I'm on vacation 
suckers! Well, kind of. I spent my time 
traveling down, and the first day and a 
half in Florida, working on wrapping up this issue 
of The Racing Paper. I guess it's not officially va- 
cation time until this column is written. 

I find it somewhat ironic that I've spent the en- 
tire year hopping from airport to airport, and then 
I go and book a flight as soon as I'm done travel- 
ing for work. It's been a long season, a very memo- 
rable one at that. 

This is the first 
year I've worked 
at nearly every 
race on the pro 
circuit. It's ex- 
hausting! It's 
hard to imagine 
that there are 
hundreds of peo- 
ple that do this 
year after year, 
and for some, 
decade after de- 
cade. It's a 
strenuous regime 
that isn't for the 
weak of heart. 

In total, a per- 
son traveling 
to every single 
race will be gone 
twenty-nine out of 
the first thirty- 
six weekends of 
the year until 
both seasons are 
over. That's a lot 
of frequent flier miles! 
love what you do, though. 

However, I am excited for fall weather and a 
schedule that includes more time to ride and race. 
It's kind of a tease to go to all of these awesome 
tracks and not be able to ride them... well, most of 
them. I had the opportunity to ride Lake Elsinore 
for the Ricky Carmichael University. I'm not sure 
what people were complaining about leading up to 
the national, but I don't think there's anything 
bad to say about it now, especially being in the 
desert that is Southern California. 

One of the races I'm looking forward to this fall 


is the Red Bull RE-MX at Steel City, which will 
probably be here around the time this gets in your 
hands. The funny thing is, I won't even be racing 
it. I'll be playing the role of team manager for 
the three-man Racer X team. Cernic's will surely 
have a couple good teams out there, so we'll have 
our work cut out for us. However, we have a pretty 
solid lineup at the moment and I think we have a 
chance at taking home the cake. At the risk of se- 
verely jinxing the Racer X team lineup, here's who's 
on the team: Charles Bright (A rider), Matt Toth 

(B/C rider) and 
Brock Papi (85 
rider). Charles 
is starting to 
get his feet wet 
at the local na- 
tionals, while 
Matt and Brock 
did extremely 
well at Loretta's 
this year. Watch 
out Cernic, here 
we come! It'll be 
interesting to 
see what other 
teams emerge as 
the event grows 
near. I know 
Steve Roman will 
be riding for 
In The Blood, so 
they've definitely 
got their corner- 
stone lined up. 

And then you can't 
forget about rid- 
ers like Daniel 
Lippman, Broc 
Streit, Darryn Durham... is that going too far? Shane 
is ineligible since he scored points at Steel City, 
so I guess we'll see. That's right Brad, I'm talking 
to you! A year's worth of bragging rights is on the 
line, but it's going to be fun nonetheless. I'll be 
your 85 rider if you're still looking for one, Brad. 

Look at that, I just went on a tangent and com- 
pletely forgot I'm in Florida and vacation awaits 
me. For that sole purpose, I'm going to cut this 
column short and just make the picture bigger. 
Thanks for reading and I'll see you at the races 
this fall! TAP 


Slick 



For that sole purpose, I’m going 
to cut this comlumn short and just 
make the picture bigger. 


It's all worth it if you 
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Brock Papi showed consistency all 
week long at Loretta’s, which is difficult 
to do considering every rider on the 
track is pushing it to the limits. Brock 
finished 4-3-4 for third overall in 85 
9-1 1 Stock and 4-5-5 for fifth overall in 
85 9-1 1 Modified. Congratulations on a 
solid week of racing, Brock! 


I 
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We don’t know much about this guy, 
besides the fact that he rips around 
Tomahawk with an open-face helmet, 
no gloves, and a bike that predates any 
public school’s history program. Not 
to mention, he does this while modern 
4-strokes are on the track spraying 
roost everywhere. Got teeth? 


wmm 


- * 


PHOTO BY: FRED 
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Steve Roman showed up at Pyramid 
Valley’s “Fastest of the Fast” and 
Pleasure Valley’s Pro Am with a crisp 
YZinger 250. He had overall podiums 
for every class he raced, and only fell 
outside the podium in one moto with a 
fourth in his second moto at Pyramid 
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Now accepting 
support applications 
at www.pro~action.com 


pro-action.com 
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The list of people that can say they raced 
side-by-side with Ricky Carmichael— and 
weren’t getting lapped— is about as long 
as the attention span of today’s youth. 
Casey Clark, of Pine Grove, Pennsylvania, 
can now be added to that list after he 
went 3-7-7 for sixth overall in Junior 25+ 
at Loretta’s this year. Well done, sir. 
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Get (he Best Bottom Line Deal On AffK New Honda or Suzuki 

Barnhart's 

Take Hull Creek EXIT is off 1-79 

724 - 627-5819 

www.barnharahondasuiuki.com 



SUNDAY. 0CT0BER14 

PAMX TEAM SUZUKI PA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 31 

Organized practice (1Ua-3p). Dpen to all riders. No membership required for practice. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 

LUCAS OIL AMA PRO M0T0CR0SS CHAMPIONSHIP 

SUNDAY, SEPIEMBER2 

THOR UNITED STATES MX MEGA SERIES presented by DUNLOP TIRES 
Mega Series Points 
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BY J □ R DAN ROBERTS 


warn 


MATT 



AGE: 16 // DOB: 12-21-95 // HOMETOWN: sewickely, pa 
CLASSES: 250 b, 450 b, collegeboy 


TRP: Let’s talk a little bit about 
last year. Where were you and 
what were you doing then? 

Toth: Last year I made the switch to 
Honda in the spring. Then I went on and 
qualified for Loretta’s at Sunday Creek in 
Schoolboy 2. That’s the first time I ever 
qualified. I made it the next weekend 
at RedBud as well. Then I went on to 
get hurt while practicing right before 
Loretta’s. I didn’t really do anything for 
three weeks before, and I got strep throat 
two weeks before Loretta’s. I had a rough 
first year there. Then the week after, I got 
hurt at Pleasure Valley. Last year wasn’t 
the greatest. 

What were you riding 
before you switched 
to Honda? 

I rode Suzukis pretty 
much my whole life. 

My first 65 was a 
Suzuki. I also had a 
Kawasaki and KTM 
65, but other than that 
it’s been all Suzukis 
up until last year. 

What caused you to 
make the switch? 

I needed new bikes 
and Chad [Sanner] 
had been working with 
the Hondas. We knew 
he could make them 
really good. It was 
time for a change and 
it ended up being a 
change for the better. I 
like the bikes a lot. 

What are some 
things you changed with your program 
this year? 

I got a 450 last November and I started 
riding that. It’s great, but it was pretty 
hard to get used to at first. Now I really 
like it. I think I ride that the best. 

Did you change classes right at the 
beginning of the year? 

1 originally planned to race Schoolboy 

2 and 250 B Mod, but I started to get 
better on the 450. I went to the Regional 
and only went for 250 B Mod, but I didn’t 


make it. I did 250 and 450 B Mod at 
Pleasure Valley early in the year on my 
practice bike and qualified there for the 
Northeast Region. Then we went to Fast 
Traxx in Ohio. I qualified in Collegeboy, 
250 and 450 B Mod. We actually drove 
all the way to Sunset Ridge in Illinois 
after that, and I qualified there in 250 and 
450 B Mod for a spare region because 
Northeast and Mid-East were on the same 
weekend this year. 

After the Area and Regional Qualifiers, 
did you feel any better in comparison to 
last year? 

Yeah, definitely. I got my training together, 
but I actually didn’t get a whole lot of 


good riding this summer. It was very 
dry this summer, so that was kind of a 
bummer. I still had places to ride. I just 
worked harder. 

What were your expectations going 
into Loretta’s this year? 

Well, after thirty-second and thirty-third 
last year, anything was pretty much going 
to be better. We looked at the rider list for 
this year and had some expectations. I 
was hoping for a top-ten, but in my head 
I was kind of thinking I could do better. 


After getting down there and getting 
one moto out of the way, I was kind of 
surprised to be top-three. That changed 
all expectations. 

Where did you end up in your classes 
this year at Loretta’s? 

In Collegeboy, I got second overall. In 450 
B Mod, I got thirteenth overall. I went 3-1- 
2 in Collegeboy and tied for the win, but 
lost the [overall in the] last moto. In 450 B 
Mod, I went 25-15-5 I believe. 

You got some of those holeshot 
awards, too, didn’t you? 

Yeah, I got all three of those in 
Collegeboy, so that was pretty cool. That 
made it a lot easier on me. 

What were some 
of your favorite 
moments from 
Loretta’s this year? 
The first holeshot was 
pretty cool. That was 
almost overwhelming. 

I almost didn’t know 
what to do out front. 

I’d have to say the 
moto win was one 
of the coolest things 
I’ve ever experienced, 
though. 

What are your plans 
for the rest of the 
year? 

I think we might do 
the Kawasaki Race 
of Champions. That’s 
actually coming up 
pretty soon. We’re 
going to do some 
racing around here 
and then go down to Mini O’s and end the 
year there. 

What does next year look like for you? 

I still have another year in B, so I’d like to 
go back and see if I can go put myself in 
the same position and be a little bit more 
prepared to get a win next year. 

Help and sponsors? 

My mom, my dad, and my sister definitely, 
Chad Sanner and ElevenlO Mods, 

Cernics, PR2, Fly, Shoei, 100% goggles 
and John Kuzo, and I think that’s it. TRP 
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T he trip— to make a 
long story short— 
we landed. Another 
non-smoking flight, 
can you believe it? It must have 
had something to do with our 
destination state: California. 

It’s a state in need of a female 
tattoo limit and another HOV 
lane or two. You see, when I 
went to pick up the rent-a-car, 


it was a Dodge Journey. I just 
flew across the whole country 
and never liked the band. After I 
threw a fit and began to hold my 
breath, Deadbolt— my partner 
in crime— reminded me that my 
mom, Rita, wasn’t close enough 
to fix anything. So I did the next 
best thing and pulled out the 
credit card she gave me for the 
gas-efficient, roomy, economic, 
whatever-it-was and upgraded 
to a new, topless Camaro. 

The car had its pros and 
cons... literally! I’ve long retired 
from racing and Deadbolt paid 
1 s 


his debt to society. The top 
wouldn’t go down if anything 
at all was in the trunk, so I had 
to let Deadbolt ride up front 
beside me until he got the lug- 
gage out of the back seat and to 
my room, which was poolside. 

I parked my “Bumble Bee” fif- 
teen feet away from my door, 
bypassing the ultra slow, non-air 
conditioned state law elevator. 


That’s another law that needs 
changed. The end result: a 
quick, four-minute, tire-squeal- 
ing route from my hotel room to 
the spot where I parked in the 
pro pits. Well within radio reach, 
I was able to watch my favorite 
shows while performing my job 
with a minor four-minute lag. It 
was a very big racetrack, so no- 
body ever caught on, except for 
Deadbolt. 

Deadbolt wanted to know 
why he had to keep getting in 
the trunk throughout the week- 
end. It looked too weird with 


two guys riding in a convertible. 
Ricky Carmichael even teased 
us and said we looked real cute 
in the car together. He didn’t 
even think that I was being rude 
when I forced Deadbolt back 
into the trunk after his smart 
comment. I told him that he was 
really messed up making me 
stick Deadbolt back into the rear 
trunk in the 105-degree heat. It 


was a good thing he was com- 
pletely in the shade. 

The track was the biggest, 
widest, longest track I’ve ever 
seen, or pounded out with yel- 
low Acerbis track markers, or 
delivered water to all the flag- 
men while constantly pound- 
ing in every marker that was 
run over by a blind water truck 
driver, or toppled over by an ar- 
rogant WMX rider— there’s been 
protests in the past about rider 
eligibility. No one says anything 
when you switch bike brands, 
but that all changes when you 


go under the knife, even for 
health reasons. 

Ricky Carmichael tested the 
track and its mammoth 20-foot 
tall, 100-foot tabletops on the 
Wednesday before the race. He 
nailed every huge double, triple, 
and every tabletop on his first 
lap, which quickly became his 
only lap because he was only 
there to test the track out and 
probably got arm pump. He 
doesn’t look like he’s trained 
much lately, or applied sun- 
block, making him look sort of 
like “The Flying Freckle” Jeff 
Ward. Watching him ride re- 
minded me of how old cartoons 
used to show you where they 
were in a song. I tried to do an 
Ashton Kutcher when I heard 
him coming, but couldn’t get 
my phone out in time because 
he was going too fast. He never 
came back around and I stood 
there for five minutes with my 
phone in camera mode like an 
idiot in a strip club, but I wasn’t 
trying to hide it under the rail. 

The race was sponsored by 
Red Bull. I had to tell every flag- 
man each time I stopped that 
the major sponsorship didn’t 
mean that he or I would actu- 
ally get to drink any of it. By 
the way, each flagger got two 
bottles of water each time since 
it was so hot— about 100 de- 
grees— and the quicker I ran 
out of water, the sooner I could 
shoot back to the hotel room 
where I was keeping it so it 
would stay cool. Besides, none 
of it could fit in my trunk with 
the top down. Deadbolt must 
have been an assistant for a 
magician the way he would 
contort his body to stay clear 
of the retracting soft top and all 
its knife-like folding framework. 
Good times... Good times... 
TRP 



The car had its pros and cons... 
literally! I’ve long retired from racing 
and Deadbolt paid his debt to society. 
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PHONE: (724) 342-5378 
FAX: (724) 342-5530 


Sharon Cycle 
Sales & Service 

“HONDA MOTORCYCLES-PARTS & SERVICE” 


ROBERT BORNICK 
OWNER 

MON. & THURS. 10 to 8 265 E. CONNELLY BLVD. 

T W F 1 0 to 6 SAT. 1 0 to 4 SHARON, PA 16146 


and much, much more 
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Over 45 Years of Service in the Shenango Valley 
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A company dedicated to the off road rider 


Brap Offroad LLC 


www. bra poff road .com 
717 - 285-7873 
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www. mikescyclektm . com 


1-800-367-5209 
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VIRTUAL T R A I N E R 


Off-Season Training - Not 
Just for the Pros 

Another great season of mo- 
tocross draws to a close as 
leaves in the northeast begin 
to turn brilliant colors of red, 
orange, and yellow. The time 
to reflect on our most recent 
successes and failures is upon 
us. Whether you are a week- 
end warrior or a factory rider, 
the off-season is where you 
can make huge advances in 
your racing. Even for the most 
out-of-shape rider, modest 
amounts of training will trans- 
late into a more enjoyable ex- 
perience when you venture out 
onto the racetrack next spring. 
It will lead to fewer mistakes 
during a race (i.e. better re- 
sults), a higher likelihood of 
bouncing back after a hard fall 
(especially for the older guys), 
and a shorter recovery time, 
even if you are only in slightly 
better condition than the previ- 
ous year. Now when you head 
back to work on Monday you 
won’t feel like you have been 
run over by a truck! 

Step 1: Evaluate the Past 
and Plan for the Future 

In order to prepare for the 
future, you must first start 
by looking at the past. De- 
termining your strengths and 
weaknesses from the recently 
completed season will guide 
you in laying out a plan for the 
upcoming season. If you didn’t 
have quite the season you had 
hoped for, be brutally honest 
with yourself when evaluating 
your performance. Only you 
will know the real reasons why 
you may have failed. Make a 
list of the factors that were 
both helpful and harmful. This 
list can include anything from 
an unsupportive girlfriend, lack 
of money or time, hanging out 
with the wrong friends, or just 
flat-out being too lazy. If con- 
ditioning was a problem, now 
is the time to do something 
about it. 


Step 2: Injury Evaluation 

The first thing you should con- 
sider at the end of a season is 
your state of injury. If you made 
it through the season relatively 


unscathed, you should be good 
to go after a short mental break. 
If you weren’t so lucky and 
maybe had an injury or two, then 
your main focus should be on 
fully recovering before starting 
your off-season program. 

Step 3: Aerobic Base Training 

Aerobic-based cardiovascular 
training should be the focus of 
your off-season cardio program. 
This is an area that is oftentimes 
not understood very well by 
the average rider. Think of base 
training as the foundation to a 
pyramid. The broader the base, 
the taller the pyramid can stand, 
which is equivalent to how long 
and hard you can ride. Without 
a wide base, the pyramid can- 
not stand very tall, which is 
equivalent to being gassed after 


a few laps. By increasing your 
anaerobic base, you’ll be able to 
race at a higher intensity and for 
longer periods of time with less 
fatigue. 


To broaden the base of your 
pyramid, avoid interval training 
and focus on less intense, longer 
training periods. The problem 
most guys have with base train- 
ing is that they have become so 
accustomed to high-intensity 
training. When they bring the 
intensity down for the base pe- 
riod, they feel like they aren’t 
working hard enough and end 
up pushing too hard. This is an 
area where most amateurs get it 
wrong. 

Step 4: Strength Training 

Strength training should be 
the focus of your off-season 
strength program. This form of 
training is the nucleus for all 
other conditioning, and higher 
levels of strength will ultimately 
yield higher levels of cardiovas- 


cular and muscular endurance in 
the preseason. Strength training 
allows the muscles and joints 
to recover and prepare for the 
next season by increasing the 
base level of strength. This helps 
decrease the chance of injuries 
during the season by strength- 
ening the musculoskeletal struc- 
ture. Strength training should 
start with low to medium inten- 
sity with high repetitions, and 
gradually shift to higher intensity 
with lower repetitions as the 
off-season training progresses. 
The emphasis is on strength, not 
mass or size. 

Reflection 

Off-season training is a very im- 
portant period in a motocross 
athlete’s season. It’s during this 
time of the year when great 
gains can be made for all levels 
and types of riders. In no other 
period of the season is a rider 
willing or able to devote large 
chunks of time to developing 
key systems like the aerobic, 
muscular, and nervous systems. 
Once into the preseason and 
race season phases, the ath- 
lete becomes totally focused on 
race-specific fitness, which is 
as it should be. Unfortunately, 
many motocross athletes short- 
change their off-season training 
by jumping ahead and making it 
somewhat of a mini-pre season 
period by doing high-intensity 
race-type workouts. What a 
shame. Most never realize what 
they are missing in their sea- 
sonal preparation, but could 
achieve if they took advantage 
of the gains that can be made by 
developing a good aerobic base, 
increasing overall strength, and 
of course evaluating the previ- 
ous year’s program and planning 
for the upcoming year. That’s 
it for now. Until next month, 
thanks for reading and good luck 
with your training! TRP 

For more articles on how to be 
the fittest rider at the track, see 
www. RacerXVT. com. 



Now when you head back to 
work on Monday you won’t 
feel like you have been run 
over by a truck! 
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Lantzer #98 


Someone missed an opportune time 
to swipe some pizza. 
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Lantzer #98 


Signature style, 


Gavin isn’t afraid of a little mud 



Sooo close to a smile this time, CZ. Hey, we’ll count it. 


Cudby 


Would you like 
your photo in 
Public Address? 


jordan@ 

racerxonline.com 


Snail Mail 

TRP Public Address 

122 Vista Del Rio Dr. 
Morgantown, WV 
26508 
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Jesse Wentlcmd | Open Pro Sport 

Zach Bell | 250 A 

Cooper Webb | 250 B Stock 

Matt Bisceglia | 250 B Modified & 450 B Stock 

Axell Hodges 250 C Stock 

Garrett Schnepp 250 C Modified 

Zack Williams | 450 A 

Anthony Rodriguez | 450 B Modified 

Cody Herzog | 450 C 

MikeSleeter | Two-Stroke 

Gregory Gehrer \ College B/C 

Ricky Carmichael Junior 25 + 

Dustin Walker | Vet B/C 30+ 

Robbie Reynard | Vet 35+ 

Doug Dubach | Senior 40+ & Senior 45+ 
GarySemics | Masters 50+ 

Codee Samples | 51 Stock Limited 

Braxton Brown | 51 Stock Shaft Drive 

Ryder DiFrancesco | 51 AMA 1 Stock 

Jaiden Taylor 51 AMA 2 Stock 

Pierce Brown 65 Stock 

Conner Mullennix 65 Stock 

Carson Mumford 65 Modified 

Jordan Bailey | 85 Stock & 85 Modified 

Justin Hoeft | Mini Sr. Stock & Mini Sr. Modified 

Adam Cianciarulo | Super Mini 1 & Super Mini 2 

Jordan Smith Schoolboy 1 B/C 

Troy Graf funder | Schoolboy 2 B/C 

Brandy Richards | Girls 

Jazzmyn Canfield | Girls 

Taylor Higgins Women 



RACEFUELS SPECIALIZED 
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PHOTOS BY HURD 





T.D.C 


Courtesy KTM 



2 7 2013 Popularity 

Contest - CZ Didn’t Win 



2 S GOON! 

Special Loretta’s Edition 



2 9 Little Nicky’s Notebook 

Not your average 
playplace. 



3D Smitty’s Shop Talk 

Tried and True 
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FASTEST OF THE FAST at pyramid valley 

By Danny Welch 


The second annual Morgantown Powersports “Fastest of 
the Fast” Pro-Invitational was held at Pyramid Valley Race- 
way on the Saturday night of August 25 in Lost Creek, West 
Virginia. Track conditions were good and the weather was 
near perfect, unless you were one of the track workers hold- 
ing onto a water hose for hours on end the previous night. 

Some of the fastest talent from West Virginia, Pennsylva- 
nia, Maryland, and Ohio filled the Open A entry list. As the 
first moto was called to the line, twenty riders prepared to 
battle for their share of the $2,500 purse. David Grimes II 

nailed the hole- 
shot while Mark 
Gricewich II, 

Shane Durham, 
GNCC regular 
Layne Michael, 
Dustin Kendall, 
Steve Roman, 

Dylan Slusser and Garrett Dye all followed close behind. 
Gricewich promptly washed out on a tricky downhill sweeper 
and Roman crashed moments later. Both riders lost several 
positions early in the race. Meanwhile, Durham managed to 
make time on the rest of the field through the lower rhythm 
section, skipping the tops and turning it into a whoop sec- 
tion. He used this section of the track to his advantage and 
made the pass on Grimes for the lead in second lap and 
never looked back. 

The battle behind Durham was intense all moto long. 
Dustin Kendall was very impressive, taking second place, 
while Slusser stuffed his way by Michael in the “S” turn 
for third. Roman battled through traffic to take fourth, and 
Michael rounded out the top-five on his two-stroke KTM. 
Grimes was able to hold on for sixth. 

You could hear the sound of steel banging steel in the 
first turn of the second moto. David Grimes II once again 


grabbed the early lead, only to go down hard in a terrifying 
downhill crash. This left Durham and Roman to battle for the 
lead, and there was never more than a couple bike lengths 
between them for the entire moto. Roman later said he 
thought the two-stroke Yamaha was the perfect choice, but 
he should have brought a 450 instead. No one could match 
Durham through the rhythm. He had the track dialed in and 
rode a smooth, mistake-free race to take the win. Dustin 
Kendall put in another impressive ride for third, followed by 
Jason McConnell, Garrett Dye and Dylan Slusser. Bad luck 
for first moto’s top-five finisher Layne Michael struck as he 
got into the back of Gricewich over a jump and ultimately 
ended his moto with badly bent bars. It was a very enter- 
taining night of racing as Roman, Michael and Brandon 
Minnich— who 
finished eighth in 
the second moto 
aboard his CR 
250 — upheld two- 
stroke honors. 

The GNCC 
riders proved to 
be at home on 
the motocross 
track. Michael 
had the best moto 
finish, but Joe McCarty and Ryan Echols also put in good 
rides. The pits were buzzing as Brock Papi made an ap- 
pearance, taking wins in both Super Mini and 85 classes. 
Fans were busy lining up for autographs from the pro riders 
as well as motocross and FMX legend “Mad” Mike Jones, 
who won +40 Expert on the night. It was a great night of rac- 
ing and we’ll be looking forward to next year when Durham 
returns to defend his 2012 “Fastest of the Fast” title. TRP 




RONN IE BURNFIELD BENEFIT RIDE 

By Jerri Headlee 


On the local racing circuit, Ronnie Burnfield is known for 
being fast ... really fast. As a husband and father of two, 
Ronnie spends his free time racing in various local series 
such as AWRCS, The New East Coast XC, and our own 
GNCC Racing Series. The Vet A rider has finished first in 
four out of five AWRCS races and first in both GNCC races 
he did this year: Mountaineer Run and Snowshoe. 

But Ronnie is also known for giving. For the past three 
years, Ronnie has held a harescramble poker run on his 
property in Jefferson, Pennsylvania, to raise money for 
various individuals in need. Unfortunately, that ride will not 

happen this 
year. Ronnie was 
severely injured 
on July 8 while 
practicing with 
friends. He was 
rushed to Ruby 
Memorial Hos- 
pital and placed 
in ICU, where he 
went through various surgeries to repair his spine. He has 
since been flown to Shepherd Center in Atlanta, Georgia, to 
begin his long road to recovery. Ronnie is now back home 


with his family and receives local rehabilitation treatment. He 
is making good progress. 

In Greene County, we look after our own. There have 
been various fundraisers for Ronnie, including a poker run 
and spaghetti dinner. Rodney Phillips— owner of Hot Rod’s 
House of Barbeque in Waynesburg— decided more needs to 
be done. He is organizing a ride to be held on October 6 to 
raise more funds. The proceeds will be split between Ron- 
nie Burnfield and the Mission for Miracles— an organization 
devoted to spinal cord injury research. The event will start 
at Waynesburg Yamaha; registration will begin at 1 1 :00 a.m. 
and the ride will leave at 1 :00 p.m. It will end at Hot Rod’s 
House of Barbeque with live music, excellent food and bev- 
erages. For those of you unable to attend, donations can be 
made to: 

Ronnie Burnfield Account 

First Federal Savings and Loan of Greene County 

25 E High Street 

Waynesburg, PA 15370 

As for everyone else, grab your street-legal bikes and come 
out for a good time and to support a good cause. You can still 
make it to the St. Clairsville, Ohio GNCC to race on Sunday! 
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2012 MOTOCROSS SCHEDULE 




HOMECOMING WEEKEND: SEPTEMBER 22 & 23 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY: 

22ND ANNUAL DC VET NATIONAL MOTOCROSS 

MOTOCROSS & HARE SCRAMBLE 


SEPTEMBER 30 

SUNDAY: 

PAMX TEAM SUZUKI PA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES 

PRESENTED BY FLY RACING & IN THE BLOOD TATTOOS 
PAMX State Champ Points 
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Name 


Artist 


Album 


Who’s listening to what 
before the gate drops... 


Jason McConnell’s Playlist 

1 Domination 

2 Chicks Dig It 

3 What It’s Like 

4 Got the Time 

5 Hank It 

Mauro Cautela’s Playlist 

1 All I Do Is Win 

2 Lose Yourself 

3 Not Afraid 

4 Remember the Name 

5 Till I Collapse 

Sam Greenawalt’s Playlist 

1 King For A Day 

2 Ghost Town 

3 The Meaning Of Life 

4 Little Talks 

5 Gangnam Style 


Pantera 
Chris Cagle 
Everlast 
Anthrax 
Justin Moore 


DJ Khaled 
Eminem 
Eminem 
Fort Minor 
Eminem 


Pierce The Veil 
Shiny Toy Guns 
The Offspring 
Monsters Of Men 
PSY 


Victory 

8 Mile Soundtrack 
Recovery 
The Rising Tied 
The Eminem Show 


Collide With The Sky 
Season Of Poison 
Americana 

My Head Is An Animal 
Gangnam Style 


Cowboys from Hell 
Chris Cagle 

Whitney Ford Sings the Blues 
Persistence of Time 


Justin Moore 


2B 


THE RACING PAPER 











just took off from John Wayne Airport in Orange County, California, and I’m 
about to do something I rarely do. I’m going to write whatever comes to 
mind. I don’t know if it’s because I’m delirious from a long week and even 
longer weekend but, hey, I’m feeling inspired. 

Today is the Tuesday following the 2012 Lucas Oil Pro Motocross Champion- 
ship finale at Lake Elsinore, and it’s been a marathon since Loretta Lynn’s. The 
last leg of the week at the ranch was spent getting everything prepared for the 
first-ever national at Lake Elsinore. I’m look- 
ing forward to getting back to my routine 
in Morgantown and watching the leaves 
change color as summer comes to an end. 

I was (and often still feel like) an outsider 
looking into the world of motocross. When 
I started as an intern at the Racer Produc- 
tions office in May, the only things I knew 
about the sport were the names Ricky 
Carmichael and Jeremy McGrath. Now I 
can name every one on the Elevenl 0 Mods 
team and even tell you who won the 250 
and 500 classes at Steel City in 1988. 

I am a hockey player and have always 
considered that sport to be the rough- 
est, toughest sport in the world. This all 
changed after seeing a group of four kids 
hobbling together around the finish line 


at RedBud. Two of them had casts on their arms, one was on crutches and the 
other had one of those full-on halo neck braces. It was so absurd to me at first, 
but I quickly realized how passionate motocrossers are about their sport. I mean, 
it was hovering around 1 00 degrees, as humid as can be and these kids who 
looked like they just left the hospital were having an awesome time. 

This summer has been a great experience and quite the adventure into your 
sport. I’ve enjoyed meeting and working with everyone I’ve encountered. I got a 

few “attaboys” this past week and through the 
summer, so it looks like I’ll be around for a little 
while. 

There are two things I want to point out as 
a recent outsider (now insider) before I pass 
out for the last three hours of my flight. One, I 
commend this industry for constantly growing 
and improving every single aspect of the sport. 
What’s even more amazing is that this indus- 
try is actually succeeding at this while nearly 
every other industry in the country is failing. 
The second — I know haters gonna hate— but 
seriously guys... There is more name-calling 
on Instagram comments and motocross mes- 
sage boards than in a 6th grade gym class. 

Get positive! 

Time for some super uncomfortable sleep. 
See you guys next summer! TRP 





commonly known as “Smitty’s”, and 
it holds the title of being the second- 
oldest Suzuki dealership in the 
state of West Virginia. It functions 
as a dealership and full-service 
machine shop. They currently offer 
two-stroke and four-stroke porting, 
complete engine rebuilding, cylinder 
boring, shock and fork services, 
four-stroke headwork and UTV 
service and engine work. Smith feels 
that, “You have to offer a service at 
a price that no one else can, and 
that’s what we are doing.” They 
also value the youth of our sport as 
they continue to help riders such as 
Kevin Sutphin, who has gotten on 
the podium multiple times this year 
in GNCC’s Super Mini (14-15) class. 


Smitty’s Suzuki Center maintains 
its deep roots in the West 
Virginia racing scene and looks 
to continue to provide top-notch 
service for people in Buckhannon, 
West Virginia, and surrounding 
areas. They understand that the 
dealership’s success is a result of 
the loyal customer base they have 
developed in central West Virginia 
and they look forward to carrying on 
the tradition that has been running in 
the family for nearly 50 years. TRP 


I n 1963, Ron and Ginny Smith 
set out as pioneers in the West 
Virginia motorcycle scene when 
they decided to open up a local 
pawn and sporting good shop. 

It would later become the first 
motorcycle shop to do business 
in the history of Upshur County. 
Forty-five years later, Smitty’s Suzuki 
Center has grown to become not 
only one of the most successful 
Suzuki shops in the area, but a 


Yamaha and Kawasaki sales and 
service center as well. In addition 
to motorcycle’s, they also sell and 
service ATVs, Scooters, Kawasaki 
Mules, Terexs, and Yamaha Rhino 
Utility vehicles. 

Three generations later, the 
shop is still in the family and is now 
owned and managed by Ronald 
J. Smith. Smith now has over 28 
years of experience building motors 
saying. “There isn’t anything I can’t 
do to a motor these 
days,” he says, 

“I’ve done it all at 
this point.” Now 
that his kids have 
grown up, he can 
turn his attention 
back building 
quality motors for 
his customers— a 
passion he has 
always enjoyed. 

Over the years the 
shop became more 


Smitty’s Suzuki Center 
Route 33 W Box 773 
Buckhannon, WV 26201 
304-472-4824 
www.supersmittys.com 
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Rider: Brian Coulston 
Bike: Yamaha Razz 
Prize: Smith Goggle Carrier 



Like The Racing Paper on 
Facebook to learn how 
you can win cool prizes 
while sitting on your butt. 




MAPLESHADEMX 


PRACTICE: 

THURS: 50-65CC BIKES & 5C90CC ATVS 4:30 - DARK 
WED ; 80CC& UP 4:30 -DARK 
NON RACE SUNDAYS; OPEN PRACTICE 1 1 =30 AM OARK 


2012 SERIES 


M0T0CR0SS RACES ARE RUN UNDER AMA RULES. ADMISSION SIR 


MAY 6 BIKES & QUADS REGULAR RACE 

MAY 20 BIKES & QUADS REGULAR RACE 

JUN3 BIKES a QUADS REGULAR RACE 

JUN24 BIKES & QUADS REGULAR RACE 

JUL 8 BIKES ONLY CONTINGENCY: PAM SPRING SERIES EARLIER sign-up AND RACE TIMES 

JUL29 BIKES a QUADS REGULAR RACE 

AUG 11 BIKES a QUADS REGULAR RACE 

AUG 12 BIKES ONLY CONTINGENCY PAM STATE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES earlier sign up and race times 

AUG 25 BIKES a QUADS PRACTICE (WEATH ER PERM ITT I NG) 

AUG 26 BIKES a QUADS MATT BARTOSEK CELEBRATION RACE 

SEP 9 BIKES a QUADS REGULAR RACE 

SEP 23 BIKES a QUADS REGULAR RACE 

OCT 7 BIKES a QUADS MSM DOUBLE POINTS 


CLOSED: MON, TUE5, FRI, & SAT 

ASK ABOUT FULL SEASON PRACTICE PASS. 

TRACK IS 1 1/2 MILE OUTDOOR NATIONAL TYPE TRACK 
40 BIKE GATE START 

BIKE CLASSES INCLUDE; A, B, C £ BEGINNER D ; 

ATV CLASSES INCLUDE; A.B. C& BEGINNER D; 
YOUTH CLASSES FOR BIKES & ATVS 

GATES OPEN AT 7;0D AM. 

PRACTICE BEGINS AT 9,30 AM. RACES START AT 1 0,30 AM. 

All 50CC RIDERS TROPHY 
SPECTATORS UNDERAGE BARE FREE. 

PORTABLE TOILETS, HOT & COLD FOOD. AND 
SPORTS VENDORS ON SITE 
OVERNIGHT CAMPING FREE 
NO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES OR GLASS BOTTLES. 

PETS MUST BE KEPT ON A LEASH. 


{MAPLESHADE MX SERIES MUST RUN 8 RACES AND WILL COUNT ALL RACES.) 10/7 RECEIVES DOUBLE POINTS 


PLEASE SUPPORT THESE MAPLESHADE SPONSORS: BALDWIN MOT0KSP0RTS, WORLD OIF WHEELS, KWIK FILL/RED APPLE, 
OFF ROAD EXPRESS, FIVE STAR CYCLE, KIFER S MOTORSPORTS, LEISURE TIME HON DA/SUZUKI, A. R. BEATTY DIESEL, BRU NOAGE BRO'S 


LOCATION; ROUTE #27, BETWEEN SUGAR GROVE AND 
YOUNGSYILLE, PA. (ON A BIGGER SCALE: BETWEEN 
JAMESTOWN, NY AND WARREN, PA.) 


REPAIR, STATELINE AUTO PARTS, JP DOAMO ND/MR. SALVAGE, CROW'S, MtNETTS PERFORMANCE, HECTOR'S CYCLE SALES, HETRICKS 
RACING, SUPPORT PLUS, TC RACING ENGINES 


CHECK WEBSITE REGULARLY FOR UPDATES. RESULTS, 
AND FULL SEASON SCHEDULE; 


5920 MATTHEWS RUN RD, SUGAR GROVE, PA 1 6350 (814)489-3266 www.MflPii$HADiM*.C0M 
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P □ ST- LtlR ETTA’S 


By Jordan Roberts & Taylor Dressier 



ICudby 


Mauro Cautela 


Casey Clark 


Timmy Crosby 


Jimmy Evans 


Lantzfer #98'' * * 


Lantzer #98 ' 


Greiner 


Tyler Martin 


Jason McConnell 


Brock Papi 


Dakota Yohe 


TRP: Which Area & Regional Qualifier got 
you to Loretta’s? 

Mauro Cautela: The Tomahawk Area and 
Doublin Gap Regional. 

Casey Clark: Tomahawk MX was my Area 
Qualifier and I went to Steel City for the 
Northeast Regional. 

Timmy Crosby: Doublin Gap Northeast 
Youth Regional. 

Brad Esper: Crow Canyon and High Point 
for the Area. Doublin Gap for the Regional. 
Jimmy Evans: I went to the Area Qualifier 
at High Point and the Regional Qualifier at 
Steel City. Both tracks are pretty close to 
my house. 

Nick Fratz-Orr: I ended up getting injured 
in the beginning of April. The plan before 
that was to qualify at High Point, but when I 
wasn’t able to do that we went up to Un- 
adilla and raced that. I qualified in all four 
of my classes only six weeks after I had 
broken my leg [laughs]. Then I went to Steel 
City for the Northeast Regional two weeks 
later and qualified in 250 B Mod and was an 
alternate in 450 B Mod. I was barely able to 
walk, so qualifying was like winning for me 
that weekend. 

Hank Hays: Well the first Regional was in 
the Mid-East at Ballance MX. I rode decent 
there, but I was too nervous to actually pull 


out any good motos. I gained some confi- 
dence and went to the Southeast Regional 
at Windy Hill. The track looked really bor- 
ing, but when I went out for practice and it 
was a blast. I rode some solid motos and 
had some good battles, ending up with a 
sixth in 65 7-1 1 Mod and fourth in 65 1 0- 
1 1 Stock. I even got in on 85 Stock with a 
seventh overall. 

Jared Lesher: It was Tomahawk for the 
Area and then Steel City for the Regional. 
Daniel Lippman: I made it at the Pleasure 
Valley Area Qualifier, and then I got in with 
fifth and sixth-place finishes at the Steel 
City Regional. 

Tyler Luft: I got into Loretta’s through the 
Pleasure Valley Area Qualifier and Steel City 
Regional Qualifier. 

Tyler Martin: I went to Crow Canyon for 
my Area Qualifier and then Red Bud for the 
Regional. 

Jason McConnell: I went to the PVR Area 
Qualifier and Steel City Regional. 

Brock Papi: Mid-East was my qualifier. It 
was the first one and the fastest kids were 
there. I won the 9-1 1 85 Stock class and 
qualified fifth in the Mod class. 

Corey Passieu: For the Mid-East, I raced 
the 50 7-8 class for the Crow Canyon Area 
Qualifier and Balance MX Youth Regional, 


where I went 2-3-3 for second overall. I 
raced the Northeast Region 65 7-9 Stock 
at the High Point and PVR Area Qualifiers, 
and the Doublin Gap Youth Regional, where 
I went 1 1 -5-8 for fifth overall. There were 
only three other eight-year-olds that made it 
in the 65 7-9 class. We also went and quali- 
fied at Lake Sugar Tree for the Southeast 
Region on the 50 and 65 and also Sunset 
Ridge for the North Central Region. 

Dakota Yohe: I went to the Area Qualifier at 
Sunset Ridge, where I finished third in both 
the Open Pro Sport class and 250 A. I also 
went to High Point. For the Regional Quali- 
fier, I went to MC Motopark. 

TRP: Who did you travel down to Loret- 
ta’s with? 

Cautela: I traveled with my family, the 
Crosbys, Fischers, Hays, and the Towers. 
Thanks goes out to Todd Fischer for fixing 
our trailer tire blow-out and lending us a 
generator! 

Clark: I traveled down to Loretta’s with the 
shop I am riding for, ECS Honda! 

Crosby: Hank Hays, Mauro Cautela, Cody 
Arlet, Cameron Davis and Blake Fisher. 
Esper: Chris [stepdad] and Shane Durham 
[stepbrother], and my mom. 

Evans: I traveled down there with my Dad. 
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He’s always been there for me with racing. 
Fratz-Orr: This year it was just my dad 
and I at Loretta’s. He flew down to GPF 
where I was staying and we left from there 
to travel up to the ranch. 

Hays: The road trip to Loretta’s was fun. 

I went down in my motorhome with Cody 
Arlet. We played some Xbox and watched 
movies. 

Lesher: I went down with my mom and 
dad. My girlfriend and her parents drove 
down separately. 

Lippman: I traveled down to Loretta’s 
with Matt Toth 
and his dad in our 
motorhome, and 
then my dad met 
us down there on 
Sunday. 

Luft: I traveled 
down in my box 
van with my dad, 
brother and girl- 
friend. 

Martin: I went 
down with my 
mom and dad. 

McConnell: It was 
just my dad and I. 

Papi: I traveled with my family. My mom, 
dad, sister, Uncle Johnny, Uncle Frankie, 
Uncle Terry, and cousins Jake, Carlee and 
Timmy. Also, ARMA Energy supported me 
with a motorhome for the week. Daniel 
was the driver and he was awesome. 
Passieu: My dad, mom, sister, and Grand- 
ma Bonnie. My Grandma SoonYi came 
from San Diego, California, and met us 
there on Saturday. 

Yohe: I traveled down to Loretta’s with my 
mom and dad. 

TRP: Best part of the week? 

Cautela: There were many fun parts but 
the atmosphere all together was cool. It 
was fun racing and it was awesome to 
even be on the gate at Loretta Lynn’s. 
Clark: I’d say the best part of the week 
would have to be leading Carmichael for 
the first lap of the first moto in the 25+ 
class. 

Crosby: My Super Mini motos were good, 
but the best part of the week has to be 
jumping off a few bridges. 

Esper: The first half of lap of my first moto. 
Evans: I was pumped to pull the holeshot 
for the 35+ class in the first moto, and 
then lead for about half the race. 

Fratz-Orr: The best part of the week for 


me was probably my first moto in 450 B 
Mod. I ended up getting tenth. I still wasn’t 
happy with it, but it was my best result of 
the week. 

Hays: Usualy my favorite part about lo- 
retta’s is the forty-two-man gate, but this 
year I had terrible starts. This year the best 
part of the week was probably when we 
all piled in Dan Rosebosky’s box van and 
went to the thirty-foot bridge. It was so 
crowded in the van. We stopped at Arby’s 
after, but only a couple of us had shirts so 
we went in one at a time. 


Lesher: The best part had to have been 
my last moto of the last day, just because 
of the heat and the pressure at that point... 
you just want to go home. 

Lippman: The best part of the week was 
my second 250 A moto. I had a terrible 
start to the race, but I rode good and was 
able to ride hard till the end for my best 
finish of the week, a seventeenth. 

Luft: The best part of the week was swim- 
ming in the creek and hanging out with my 
friends. 

Martin: Getting tenth overall in 250 A was 
probably the best part of the week. 
McConnell: The 
best part was just 
being there and 
watching all of the 
racing. 

Papi: The best 
part of the week 
was probably win- 
ning two Motorcy- 
cleSuperstore.com 
Holeshot Awards 
and being the 
best-finishing KTM 
85 of the week. 

Passieu: Playing 
in the creek and 


coming around the first turn in the 65 class 
in fourth-place, finishing twentieth with 
two falls and stalling once in the first moto. 
Yohe: I was excited to get some attention 
from sponsors down there. It was my first 
time getting that kind of attention and it 
was pretty cool talking with some of the 
big names in the industry. 

TRP: Worst part of the week? 

Cautela: Probably leaving. That, and even 
though it was #32, my dad lost my gate 
pick poker chip. 

Clark: The worst part of the week was 
packing everything up to head back home. 
Crosby: When I got a flat tire on the sec- 
ond to last lap during the last moto. 

Esper: Crashing on the first lap (Brad 
broke his scapula in that crash). 

Evans: There wasn’t really a ‘worst.’ It 
didn’t really go good or bad, but I know I 
could have done better. 

Fratz-Orr: The worst part had to have 
been knowing that I wasn’t where I was 
this spring — challenging for the top five, 
top three and even wins at the national 
level. That was a real downer for me then, 
but I have learned from the experience. 
Hays: The worst part of the week would 
have to have been when my bike wasn’t 
running well. The first moto, my bike just 
kept dying and then starting up again. It 
did this like ten times, but I still ended 
up fourteenth. Before the first mod moto, 
my dad fixed my bike and it ran fine; I got 
thirteenth. The next couple of motos my 
bike popped and sputtered the whole time. 
Even though my bike didn’t run the best, I 
still did the best I ever did at Loretta’s with 
a thirteenth overall in [65 10-11] Stock and 
ninteenth overall in [65 7-11] Mod. I was 
very happy with my finishes 
Lesher: The worst part had to be coming 
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off of the track at 3 o’clock p.m. when it’s 
103 degrees. 

Lippman: The worst part of my week was 
probably just my starts and having to work 
forward every moto. I never came around 
the first lap higher than twenty-fifth in any 
of my motos, so that made my week a lot 
harder on me. 

Luft: The worst part of the week was 
Wednesday for my second moto when 
I wrecked and tore two ligaments in my 
knee and broke my tibia. 


Martin: I separated my shoulder during 
practice, so dealing with that all week 
wasn’t fun. 

McConnell: The motorhome that we bor- 
rowed broke down right outside of Nash- 
ville on the way home and we had to get 
towed to Nashville. We had to rent a box 
truck the next day to get home! 

Papi: The worst part was when my clutch 
gave out in 85 Mod and I had to settle for 
a fifth-place finish. I lost out on a podium 
finish. 

Passieu: Finishing twentieth in the third 
moto of the 50 class, knocking me out of 
the top-five, possibly top-three. 


Yohe: I wasn’t really happy with my starts. 


TRP: Any golf cart incidents? 

Cautela: Yes, a few kids were standing 
on their RV at night with a bucket of wa- 
ter and we got soaked! My dad also put 
premixed gas in the side-by-side and it 
ran like crap the whole week [laughs]. 
Clark: Surprisingly, there were no golf 
cart incidents for me, but I did see a few 
others happen. 

Crosby: The golf cart parade was fun as 
usual. 

Esper: Surprisingly, no. 
Evans: Not this year! 
Fratz-Orr: I had none... 
but there are always 
those kids who throw 
water bottles and bal- 
loons at you [laughs]! 
Hays: We usually took 
mountain bikes to 
wherever we wanted 
to go because we 
couldn’t drive golf 
carts. 

Lesher: No, I didn’t 
really drive the golf 
cart that much. I rode 
my pitbike more than 
anything. 

Lippman: Nope, no 
major golf cart inci- 
dents, though my girl- 
friend and I did halfway 
drive into a ditch while 
trying to drive at night 
without any lights. 
Other than that I was 
able to stay free of any 
major incidents. 

Luft: I didn’t really get 
to ride any golf carts 
this year. We didn’t 
take one down and most of my friends 
didn’t have any either. 

McConnell: There weren’t really any seri- 
ous golf cart incidents, but I got a flat tire 
on the pit bike about halfway through the 
week, so I just rode it around with a flat 
for the rest of the week [laughs]. 

Papi: My sister was cut off by some ‘out- 
of-control-radical-girls’, so she says, and 
tipped the golf cart over! Luckily no one 
was hurt and my cart is still in one piece. 
Passieu: Unfortunately, our golf cart 
wasn’t running too good and I didn’t 
drive it much. 

Yohe: [Laughs] No, not this year. 


TRP: Do you plan on racing the same 
class(es) next year? 

Cautela: Next year I will try four classes: 
Mini Sr. Stock/Mod & Super Mini 1 & 2. 
Clark: Yeah, I plan on racing the Junior 
25+ class again next year and hopefully 
come out on top this time. 

Crosby: I plan on racing Super Mini, but 
that may not work out. I may have to go 
up to Schoolboy. I am definitely done with 
85s though. 

Esper: No, I’m racing Schoolboy next 
year. 

Evans: Next year I’m going to race 35+ 
and 25+ again. I really want to do better. 
Fratz-Orr: I’m racing the A class now, so 
next year I plan to race 250 A and one of 
the 450 A classes. That decision will come 
closer to the time of regionals next year. 
Hays: Next year I will be trying to make 
it in 85 12-14 because I’m moving up. It 
would just be an honor to make it in that 
class. I’m going to try as hard as I can be- 
cause I don’t want to miss a year of good 
racing and fun at Loretta’s. 

Lesher: No, I will be moving up to the A 
class next year, so I won’t be able to run 
the same classes. 

Lippman: I’m not quite sure I’ll be doing 
Loretta’s next year, yet. I might just be 
concentrating on doing some of the pro 
nationals next year and seeing how that 
goes. But if I am at Loretta’s next year, it 
will most likely be in 250 and 450 A again. 
Luft: Next year I plan on trying to race 
the same classes, hopefully be better and 
get my pro license. That has always been 
my dream and hopefully next year I can 
achieve my goal. 

Martin: I’m actually going to race some 
outdoor nationals next year. I was at Steel 
City this year. 

McConnell: Yes, I hope to make it in more 
than one class though and be more pre- 
pared than I was this year. 

Papi: Currently, my plan for next year is to 
stay with Factory KTM and WMR KTM. I 
will be racing the 85 12-14 Stock and Mod 
classes as well as some Super Mini class- 
es. It should be another solid year and the 
new KTM’s are awesome! 

Passieu: Yes and no. I’m finished with the 
50s after Mini O’s, so next year I’ll be try- 
ing to qualify in 65 7-9, 65 7-11 Mod and 
85 9-11. 

Yohe: I plan on going back to Loretta’s 
next year racing the 450 A and Pro Sport 
classes. After that I want to go pro. TRP 
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2012 BETA OFFROAD 2-STROKES 

WE RE MAKING RACING AFFORDABLE AGAIN. 
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CLEARANCE ON REMAINING '1 2 INVENTORY 

OSSATR280S- $7,250 



factory race 
preparation & 
customizing, 
including 
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American woods racing championship series 

COME RACE WITH US! SEASON 2012 


sat: quads/pit bikes sun: dirtbikes 
PEE-WEES START 9 AM, YOUTH 10 AM, ADULTS NOON 
ADMISSION $10.00 FOLLOW US AT AWRCS.COM 

ROUND 5 - JUNE 30/JULY 1 - FANTASY WHITETAIL, BOYERS, PA. sponsored by: 




ROUND 6 - JULY 21/22 POWERLINE PARK, ST. C LAIRS VI LLE, OH, SPONSORED BY: V 

lmm$w i 

round 7 - august 18/19- Southington off-road park, garrettsville, oh 

ROUND 8 - SEPT 1/2 - 1 OO MILER, SCRUBGRASS VILLAGE OHV PARK TEMPLETON, PA 

♦GUARANTEED $ 1 OOO PRO PAYOUT FIRST PLACE OVERALL 


r 

tabby* 




ROUND 9- SEPT 22/23 CLINTONVILLE, PA 

ROUND 1 O - OCT. 1 3/14 - PARKER ,PA 

Round 1 1 - qct 27/28 rock run, patton, pa 
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very year amateur riders from across the country make 
their way to Loretta Lynn Ranch for one week to put it 
all on the line and prove why they are part of an elite 
group of riders that were able to qualify for the event. 

It is something that every young racer hopes to achieve on their 
way to fulfilling his or her dreams of becoming the pro motocross 
racer they see on TV. The event has come to be known by nearly 
every amateur rider— domestic or foreign— as the stepping-stone 
that may put them on the map as they work their way up to the 
big leagues. 

There were an abundance of new things to look forward to this 
year at Loretta’s: Ricky Carmichael’s appearance in the Junior 
+25 Class, Adam Cianciarulo’s last year on minis, and the ad- 


dition of the new Two-Stroke class, just to name a few. As the 
massive state-of-the-art rigs rolled in and set up shop, riders 
began to pour in from all over the country. It is a time when you 
can realize and appreciate how amazing this sport really is and 
how much of an impact it can have on the competitors’ lives. 
The intensity of racing and the dedication that is brought to the 
Ranch seems to increase as each year comes and goes. 

BEGINNING OF A JOURNEY 

As you watch riders such as Blake Baggett, Justin Barcia, and 
Kevin Windham battle it out at the pro races, you can keep in 
mind that they all made the same journey that many other kids 
racing the 2012 Red Bull AMA Amateur National Motocross 













his 1 8-24-25 moto scores and 
felt he could have done better. 
After the races, Crobsy said, 

“I felt like I rode okay on my 
85, but I was in the back of the 
pack because of bad starts. I 
still didn’t feel like I was riding 
my best because I was too big 
for the bike. I felt pretty good 
in my Super Mini class and I 
was able to get better starts.” 
Crosby plans on taking what 
he learned this year and using 
it to come back even stronger 
next year in the Super Mini 
class, but moving up to a big- 
ger bike might also be a pos- 
sibility for him. 

Butler, Pennsylvania native 
Brad Esper hoped to battle in 
the Mini Senior (12-14) Modi- 
fied class with Greensburg, 
Pennsylvania rider Vinny 
Luhovey, but was not able to 
do so after he suffered a bro- 
ken scapula in the first lap 
of the first moto. However, 
Luhovey put in consistent fin- 
ishes and ended up 33rd over- 
all for the week with the help of 
Swansbrough Racing, Creek- 
side MX, and PR2 Suspension. 


Championship have made. 
These pro riders traveled all 
over the country validating 
themselves through the same 
area and regional qualifying 
procedures to make it to the 
national before making their 
mark and striking gold. In the 
grand scheme of it all, few 
young riders have the privileg* 


of getting to spend a week at 
the Ranch racing. However, 
Pennsylvania mini riders Brock 
Papi, Timmy Crosby, Brad Es- 
per, Vinny Luhovey, and more 
earned the opportunity this 
year. 

KTM Orange Brigade rider 
Brock Papi was able to repre- 
sent McMurray, Pennsylvania, 
with exceptional class finishes 
in both 85 (9-1 1) Stock and 
Modified while battling tennis 
elbow since his initial prepara- 
tion for Loretta’s. The WMR rid- 
er stayed within the top-five in 
all six motos, but felt he could 
have done better. He ended the 
week with third overall in the 
Stock class and fifth overall in 
the Modified class. Although 
he was able to stay extremely 
consistent, Brock knows that 
he has the potential to im- 
prove. He hopes to show that 
he can stay up front as he con- 
tinues to race the World Mini’s 
and other major national ama- 
teur events. With “Mad” Mike 
Jones as his trainer, he looks 
to come back even stronger in 
the 12-14 85cc class aboard a 
KTM. 


Timmy Crosby, of Conflu- 
ence, Pennsylvania, proved 
that he has what it takes to 
compete with some of the top 
Super Mini riders in the coun- 
try when he finished eleventh 


ond moto aboard his Cernic’s 
PR2 Racing-backed machine. 
He would have scored a signifi- 
cantly higher overall finish had 
he not fallen victim to a flat tire 
while running in seventh in the 


overall in Super Mini 2. With 
injuries hindering his training 
process, he only had seven 
weeks to prepare for the event, 
but that didn’t stop him from 
breaking into the top-ten for 
the first two motos. His best 
finish was an eighth in the sec- 


last moto, causing him to drop 
back to twenty-fourth. Oth- 
erwise, he proved he has the 
ability to run near the front of 
the pack and hold his own. He 
finished twenty-fourth overall in 
the Mini Senior (12-14) Stock 
class, but wasn’t happy with 
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In addition to all of the exciting racing among the Pennsylvania 
youth riders, history was made this year in both Super Mini 1 and 
2 as Monster Kawasaki Team Green rider Adam Cianciarulo went 
undefeated in both classes. He now has eleven national titles at 
the Loretta Lynn Ranch under his belt and deservingly took home 
the AMA Youth Rider Award. This is an accomplishment that 
Cianciarulo shares with Mike Alessi and James Stewart, so big 
things are expected from this young aspirant. 

These prospects know that it takes dedication and hard work to 
achieve what they did this year. Every rider can’t bring home the 
number one plate this year, but they are setting themselves up for 
success as they train and set their sights on next season. They 
hope to return to the ranch each year, growing into better racers 
and continuing on the path of trying to win a national title. 

GOING FOR GOLD 

The A and B Classes proved to be just as competitive as the min- 
is, if not more so. These more-experienced riders have advanced 
from the youth classes and now face the task of proving that they 
have what it takes to be best of the best as some close in on the 
end of their amateur racing status. Each rider knew they had their 
work cut out for them when they saw names like Zach Bell, Vann 
Martin, Cooper Webb, and Matt Bisceglia on the qualifying sheet. 

Daniel Lippman, of Fombell, Pennsylvania, put in a solid perfor- 
mance in 250 A and 450 A. He finished a respectable nineteenth 
overall in 250 A with 20-17-23 moto scores aboard his number 65 
Suzuki machine. He ended up twenty-ninth overall for the week 
in 450 A. He summed up his week saying, “My races went pretty 
good this week, but not as good as I hoped. I was struggling with 
holeshots all week, so I was charging from the back every moto, 
but I was able to get a couple top-twenties and a top-twenty 
overall in 250 A, so I was happy with the week.” 

Jonathon Sauers, Nick Fratz-Orr and Matthew Toth all com- 
peted together in the B classes. Sauers qualified for both 250 and 
450 B Stock, while Fratz-Orr and Toth aimed at racing the Modi- 
fied classes. 

After an impressive performance at the regional, Bethel Park, 
Pennsylvania’s Jonathon Sauers knew he had to step up his 
game if he was going to be battling with riders such as Dakota 
Alix and Cooper Webb. He finished the week twenty-ninth over- 
all in 250 B Stock and seventeenth overall in 450 B Stock after a 
series of consistent finishes. 

Oakland, Maryland resident Nick Fratz-Orr was just recently able 
to get back on his feet... literally. After recovering from a broken 
tibia and fibula early this year, he spent most of his time train- 
ing at many local Pennsylvania tracks to prepare for the national. 
Fratz-Orr finished amidst the top-twenty in 450 B Modified aboard 
his ElevenlO Mods Honda, but did not produce the results he 
had hoped for in 250 B Modified. He felt he needed more time for 
preparation, but had to deal with unfortunate injuries. It was difficult 
telling how serious his injuries were based solely off his impressive 
finishes, but he was still in a lot of pain going into the regional. 

“For 2013, 1 will be racing the A class and plan on being a con- 
tender wherever I go with racing,” Fratz-Orr said. “There are some 
things I am working on during the next few months for next year 
that I am hoping will come together for the future. This year was 
very difficult. I ended up qualifying for my regional six weeks after 
my surgery, and two weeks later I was able to qualify for Loretta’s 
out of the Regional at Steel City in Pennsylvania. It was tough and 
it got to the point where I couldn’t walk. My dad would start my 
bike on the line for me and we just tried to make the best of the 
situation. For 2013, 1 plan to be injury free and get a solid season 
in.” 

Matthew Toth put in a stellar performance as well during his 
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UNTIL NEXT TIME 

As races concluded and the awards ceremony came to an end, the buzz of Loretta’s began to fade. Families made their way 
home and back to reality. Riders are regrouping and setting their sights on next year. With the experience that has been acquired 
and memories that were made, riders will challenge themselves with new training strategies and programs that they’ll put in place 
as they continue to move up the ranks as amateurs next season. The competition will continue to intensify every waking moment 
as each day passes before their first Area Qualifier of the 2013 season. TRP 
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week at the Ranch. After a rough first moto in 450 B Mod— finish- 
ing twenty-fourth— he was able to make a comeback and fin- 
ish fifteenth in the second moto and an even better fifth-place 
finish in the last moto. This put him in the top-fifteen overall for 
the class at the end of the week. The Sewickley, Pennsylvania 
resident really showed his potential in College B/C (16-24). Toth 
landed on the podium in all three motos and went home with sec- 
ond overall. 

At the level these guys are riding, they realize that they are on 
the brink of great or break. Every weekend they have spent grow- 
ing up at the racetrack is starting to pay off, and the dedication 
they have may possibly take racing from a hobby to a career. 


■ 


AGE IS JUST A NUMBER 

Granted he is not a homegrown Pennsylvania racer, but it’s hard 
not to mention the name Ricky Carmichael when referring to 2012 
Loretta’s. It was an honor to see the G.O.A.T. get back in the 
saddle. He showed that spending the week at the Ranch is more 
than just putting in good motos— that it’s also time spent with 
family and friends while focusing on a sport that everyone loves. 
As each Junior 25+ moto approached, spectators swarmed to 
the edge of the track to get a glimpse of the #4 machine in action. 
After his first moto, Carmichael explained why he wanted to come 
back and qualify this year, saying, “Man, for me, it’s just about 
coming here and having fun and experiencing this race in a differ- 
ent kind of light. When I was here and I was these younger kids’ 
age, I’m not going to say it wasn’t fun, but it was a different kind 
of pressure. For me, obviously, I want to come out and win, but is 
it going to change my life? Absolutely not, but I wanted to bring 
my family out here and do it for you guys and my sponsors. I want 
my kids to enjoy it, too.” As serious as Loretta’s is with a national 
title on the line, RC reminds us that it’s also important to enjoy 
time spent at the ranch and cherish the memories that are made 
there. 

Not far behind the former motocross and supercross champion, 
you could find Casey Clark, as he put himself in the number-six 
spot in Junior 25+ after a long hot week at the ranch. He finished 
an impressive third in the first moto, followed by two seventh- 
place finishes. Clark felt that he got some good starts, which 
helped keep him towards the front of the pack. He looks to return 
to next year in this same class. 

Jimmy Evans, from Elizabeth, Pennsylvania, raced against Car- 
michael and the rest of the field as one of the more mature riders 
in the class. He was able to tally 7-12-10 moto scores, which put 
him in ninth overall in Junior 25+. Evans then turned around and 
raced Vet 35+ on his Monster Energy Team Green Kawasaki and 
took home the number-six plate for that class. 
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IMikaseal Plating • Cylinder Repair 

■ 

✓ 2 & 4 Stroke ✓ Welding & Repair 

✓ Piston Kits/Coatings ✓ Boring & Honing 

✓ Single or ✓ Big Bore Kits 

multi-cylinder block 

✓ Nikaseal Plating (Aluminum, Steel, or Cast Iron) 

✓ Expedite Service 
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2012 FALL SCHEDULE 

Round 10 I New Berlin, NY I September 15-16 

UNADILLA 

Round 11 I St. Clairsville, OH I October 6-7 

POWER LINE PARK* 

Round 12 I Crawfordsville, IN I October 20-21 

IRONMAN* 

Round 13 I Hurricane Mills, TN I November 3-4 

LORETTA LYNN’S 

*Also features IITV Racing 
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S teel City opened its gates for the pro nationals back 
in 1988— a year that precedes the birthdates of many 
of today’s up-and-coming talent. Not only were they 
still running two-strokes back then, but they also ran 
the 500cc class in union with the 125cc class. Rick Johnson 
left with the win on his CR 500, while Erik Kehoe secured the 
top spot in the 125 class for Suzuki. Kehoe might’ve won the 
125 class, but the fans were probably rooting for a different 
125 rider that day, and that was Delmont, Pennsylvania’s own 
Mike Jones. The hometown rider went into that race with a 
strong familiarity of the track layout and all of his friends and 
family behind him. This can either put a load of pressure on 
a local rider’s shoulders or be the source of confidence one 


needs to find that next level. However you spin it, Jones fin- 
ished top-ten that day at Steel City. 

Twenty-four years later, thirteen pros from Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia signed up in hopes of finding their next level at 
the same Steel City National. The 250 pre-entry list contained 
riders such as Mike McDade, Steve Roman, Daniel Lippman, 
Daniel Herrlein, and Richard Kastle. More of the region’s riders 
elected to sign up for the 450 class since it’s easier to make 
the larger-bore bike more competitive against teams that have 
factory support and more resources. Shane Durham, Ty New- 
come, Ryan Zimmerman, Charles Bright, Dylan Slusser, Broc 
Streit, Billy Kibler, and Greg Pamart populated this class. Only 
four of these riders would end up making it past qualifying. 
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Mike McDade was the only rider out of the thirteen to run 
timed qualifying in Group A. The first 250 timed qualifying 
practice didn’t treat him so well, or any rider for that mat- 
ter; the track was deep and muddy. He sat in thirty-third 
in the thirty-five-man practice after running only two timed 
laps. McDade came back firing in the second practice with 
2:37.691 . That time put him up to twenty-second in his 
Group A, and overall as well, but he was still eleven seconds 
off of the leader. Nevertheless, this was plenty fast enough to 
get him into the main. Steve Roman and Daniel Herrlein also 
made it to the main by the time practice wrapped up, quali- 
fying in 250 Group B with twenty-seventh and twenty-ninth 
overall, respectively. Daniel Lippman finished thirty-eighth in 
the overall, which would have gotten him into the main last 
year. Unfortunately, anyone outside the top thirty-six gets 
sent to the LCQ this season. Lippman once again narrowly 
missed qualifying through the LCQ by three spots. 

Shane Durham qualified thirty-second overall in 450 timed 
practice, and was the only one to do so from the region. 

Dylan Slusser was close to qualifying in practice, but like 
Lippman, a thirty-ninth sent him to the LCQ with everyone 
else on the list of local favorites. Slusser once again narrowly 
missed out on qualifying, this time in the LCQ. He started 
sixth, moved into fifth by the second lap, but couldn’t get 
around Dakota Kessler for the transfer spot. 

Mike McDade had a crazy start in the first 250 moto. He 
went wide on the first downhill sweeper after the start, going 
off the track and landing on a section of banners. He reen- 
tered the track at the bottom of the hill near the rhythm sec- 
tion. He continued to charge forward through the first lap, but 
fell back to thirty-first by the second lap, making it an uphill 
battle for McDade the rest of the moto. Steve Roman had an 


excellent top-twenty start. He was eighteenth by the end of 
the first lap, but had a stunning crash just a few laps later. He 
shot off the side of the track and hit a flagger’s stand midair, 
toppling the stand and sending the flagger flying. Luckily no- 
body was hurt, but the crash ended Roman’s moto. 

McDade had another crazy start in the second moto, but 
this time it was because he made it in the top-five for the 
entire first lap. McDade quickly succumbed to the pressures 
of running up front and gradually faded back to twenty-eighth 
by the end of the moto. Roman dropped to the back of the 
pack right off the start and rode the moto out to a thirty-first 
finish. McDade scored two points for the day, finishing twen- 
ty-second overall. Herrlein and Roman finished thirty-sixth 
and thirty-seventh overall, respectively. 

The lone Pennsylvania 450 rider, Shane Durham, nailed 
a top-twenty start in the first 450 moto. He hovered around 
eighteenth for a few laps until he dropped back to twenty- 
sixth. He struggled to make any forward progress for the 
remainder of the moto, finishing twenty-ninth as he came 
around for the checkered flag. The second moto went sig- 
nificantly better for Durham. He improved with a top-fifteen 
start and rode solid for the first half of the moto. He pushed 
forward, almost breaking into the top-ten at times, but a mis- 
take in the eighth lap put a thorn in the side of his stellar ride. 
Durham still managed to stay in a points-scoring position, 
finishing nineteenth. Durham finished twenty-third overall. 

Next year, more local riders will move up in the ranks and 
try to make their mark at Pennsylvania’s nationals, along with 
our tried and true favorites. There will always be fans cheer- 
ing the flavor of the year at any track, but the diehard Penn- 
sylvania motocross fans will always hold our riders close to 
heart. Best of luck next year, guys. 
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The Pennsylvania State Championship 
Series opened up at Mapleshade, and it 
was a battle from the beginning. As the 
rain fell harder, so did the riders. 

WORDS AND PHOTOS BY AMY SCHAAF 


G ray clouds hovered over Mapleshade’s start- 
ing gate as riders anxiously waited for Round 
One of the PAMX American Suzuki Pennsyl- 
vania State Championship, presented by Fly 
Racing and In The Blood Tattoo, to kick off. As the motos 
began, the looming clouds made good on their promise, 
sporadically releasing their showers, slowly turning a 
well-groomed track into an arduous challenge. Condi- 
tions worsened when a downpour pelted Mapleshade 
just in time for the second motos of both 250 and Open 
A, but as water streamed through the track, the races 
and rain continued on. Deep ruts and thick mud didn’t 
stop these riders from doing what they came out to do. 

Alexander O’Dell charged to the front from the start 
of the first 250 A moto, but Dylan Slusser followed close 
behind. Slusser quickly made a pass, taking the lead 
for the remainder of the race. O’Dell held on to second 
place, while Johnathan Wells finished behind him in third. 
In the second moto, Jason McConnell took the holeshot 
but Slusser worked his way back into the lead, taking 1-1 
scores for the day. Wells was able to make the move up 
into second this time around, leaving McConnell to settle 
for third. A bad second moto relegated O’Dell to fourth 
overall, resulting in Wells and McConnell each moving up 
a spot, into second and third overall, respectively. 
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As in the 250 A class, six riders stood the gate in Open 
A, and Slusser managed to once again secure both moto 
wins. Wells earned another second-place in moto one, with 
O’Dell rounding out third. The rain beat down harder than 
ever for the second moto, but every rider still showed up for 
staging. From the first turn to the checkered flag, Slusser 
never looked back and held onto the lead. He was able to 
ride his own race without contention from McConnell and Tim 
Scouten, who finished second and third. McConnell was only 
able to finish fourth overall due to a bad first moto. 

In 250 B, Michael Fisher came off the start with the hole- 
shot in moto one and maintained his lead to the end. Trentin 
Herrington followed Fisher in second, with Clinton Schaf- 
fer bringing it in for third. Shaffer stormed off the gate in the 
second moto, leading the pack around the first turn, but later 
dropped three positions. Fisher was able to put his Honda 
back in the top spot while Herrington followed en route to 
another second-place finish. Third went to Blake Wadsworth, 
who was able to improve on a fourth in moto one, resulting in 
third overall for the day. 

Fisher added to his solid performance with two more 
moto wins in the Open B class. Corey Cyphert and Ryan 
Lechien took the next two spots in the first moto, but neither 
would start the second. Matthew Brady and Braden Skinner 


took advantage of the vacant spots, finishing second and 
third in the second moto and overall. 

Showing passion and dedication, all of the 50cc riders 
worked their way through the mud and ruts, which reached 
up well past their footpegs. Apprehension was high, and con- 
tinuous falls and passes resulted in several position changes 
throughout the field. Corey Passieu was able to stay consis- 
tent in 50cc 2 and 50cc Open with first-place finishes in each 
class. In 50cc 1, Breyden 


Campbell took first, fol- 
lowed by first-time racer 
William Filipovich. Unfortu- 
nately, due to the rain and 
grueling track conditions, 
the second motos were 
canceled for the 50cc riders. 

As the results and moto 
scores show, consistency 
was key in the inclement 
weather— and despite the 
harsh conditions, some 
goodhearted fun snuck its 
way onto Mapleshade’s 
racetrack. TRP 
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[ 1 2 print issues tor only $ 1 9. 98 Uia D 

12 digital issues for only $9*98 USD 

] 12 print issues PLUS 12 digital 
issues tar only $£ 4 . 9 B DSD 


Name 


PJease check one: bboi 2 

□ Payment enclosed □ Bill m e later □ Renewal 


Please send coupon and clwcK or money order ^made out to Racer Xl So: 

Racer X Illustrated, PO Box 469651, Escondido, DA 92046-9051 


AND WEIL SEND YOD A FREE RACER X 
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size 2 


This 14-gauge stainless steel top-popper is 
the size of a credit card, but the only interest 
will be from your buddies in the pits! 


SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AI 


12 ISSUES tONE YEAR) FOR ONLY 


SAVE 60% OFF THE COVER PRICE 


Allow 6'8 weeks for delivery of first issue. ’Free botlle opener wi!h your paid subscription, while supplies Iasi If free gin is unavailable il may be 
replaced with an Item of equal or greater value. Bottle opener offer valid in U.S, only. Canadian orders, send $29.98 USD for 12 print issues 
International orders, send S44.98 USD (or 12 print Issues. Make checks payable to Racer X Illustrated. 


Address: 


Cityr 


State: 

Zip: 

Email: 
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By Jordan Roberts // Photos by Fred 



RC Limited Edtion Grip // $7.99 



These grips from Pro Taper are good enough to stamp Ricky 
Carmichael’s initials on the box. You don’t really need to hear 
anymore, right? In case you were worried about some 
marketing ploy, they were designed and developed in 
collaboration with the G.O.A.T. himself. 




350 Con Artist Jersey // $45.00 


www.Scott-Sports.com 


Oh, and speaking of the G.O.A.T... The greatest mannequin of 
all time has the confidence to run Scott’s new riding apparel one 
piece at a time in public. Scott Sports has made great strides in 
developing unique and innovative apparel within the past couple 
of years. Check out their full line of goggles and beyond. 


+Red Elixir Drink // $42/1 2-pack 




Are we about to see a new sponsor in professional motocross 
and/or supercross? Red Elixir is a new energy drink that comes 
in two flavors and is packaged inside a rather fancy can. We 
haven’t heard of any sponsorship ventures yet, but we’ll go out 
on a limb and say they’d go for a Honda team if it does happen. 


www.PlusRedElixir.com 
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TAPPED OUT 



Every year, over 1,250 amateur riders migrate to Hurricane Mills, Tennessee, to take a shot at bringing home 
one of the thirty-three gold medals given out over the course of an intense week of racing. When the likeliness 
of bringing one home boils down to three high-pressure motos against the country’s best, no rider is ever 
guaranteed one going into the race, no matter what their past record may be. 

Photo by Simon Cudby 
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2012 Honda CBH 1000BB 112012 Honda Interstate 1300 

^ave*: l!'sAv\.-*^m 


2012 Honda Vn50 Shadow 


DEFERS END 10/31/12 


TOP r lOOH MOTQCROSS AND OFF-RQAb MIDDLE FLOOR PARTS AND ACCESSORIES bOTTOM f LOOR- STREET BIKES AND ATVS 
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